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The decision to postpone the Tokyo Games in the spring of 2020 marks a significant change in the Olympic dynamics. 
Tokyo has become the very first city to adjourn the Games, after prior experiences of their cancellation in 1940 and their 
resounding success in 1964. Through its history, Tokyo thus embodies the failure, success of and uncertainty around 
the preparation of the Olympic and Paralympic Games. But Tokyo 2021 should not merely be viewed as the “postponed 
Games”. It is also a mega-event whose urban inscription denotes a radical transformation of the transformation of 
the Olympic urban project. In Tokyo, and even more so in Paris in 2024, the organisers are putting the emphasis on 
renovations, requalifications and temporary facilities, in order to avoid building new infrastructures and to make the best 
of the already existing functions of the global city.
 
This conference proposes to investigate this change, which has unfolded within the Olympic movement since the 2000s; 
a trend that tends to favour bids from cities that already possess all the necessary facilities, to the detriment of regional 
metropolises. The aim of this scientific event is to examine the realignments in the International Olympic Committee, 
its expectations of candidate and host cities, and the evolutions in the types of applications and applicant cities. The 
Olympic governance, urban governance, as well as the strategies of global cities and their Olympic urban project will be 
particularly under scrutiny.

Co-organised by the Fondation France-Japon de 
l'EHESS, Kyoto Seika University, the Campus Condorcet 
and the Maison de la culture du Japon à Paris. With the 
support of the Maison des Sciences de l'Homme Paris 
Nord and the Toshiba International Foundation (TIFO).

OLYMPIC GAMES 
AND GLOBAL CITIES

https://forms.gle/B6JmjbFHMGT2x2vR9


United Kingdom (UK): 7.30 - 16.00 
Japan (JP) : 16.30 - 1.00 
Pennsylvania (PA), New York (NY): 2.30 - 11.00

California (CA): 23.30 - 8.00
New Zealand (NZ): 20.30 - 5.00

30 November 29/30 November - 1 December

8.30 | Opening session
Dr. Alexandre Faure (FFJ-EHESS)

Session 1

The promises of Tokyo's bids for the Games
How to change the image of the city?

9.00 | The agenda 2020 of the IOC: sustainability and environment in the 
Games

Pr. Belinda Wheaton (University of Waikato)

9.45 | Games and tourism: the case of Tokyo 2020/2021
Pr. Takayuki Arima (University of Yokohama), Dr. Soichiro Minami (MLIT)

10.15 | Osaka 2008 Olympic bid and the Osaka-Kansai Japan Expo 2025
Pr. Masamichi Aihara (Osaka University of Economics)

UK - 7.30 JP - 16.30 PA, NY - 2.30 CA - 11/29 | 23.30 NZ - 20.30

UK - 8.00 JP - 17.00 PA, NY - 3.00 CA - 0.00 NZ - 21.00

UK - 8.45 JP - 17.45 PA, NY - 3.45 CA - 0.45 NZ - 21.45

UK - 9.15 JP - 18.15 PA, NY - 4.15 CA - 1.15 NZ - 22.15

30 NOVEMBER 2021
Online

8.30 - 17.00 (Paris time)

Programme



Round Table

Tokyo and after: 
What is the legacy of these exceptional Games?

11.00 

Opening remarks: Sébastien Lechevalier (President of the Fondation France-Japon de l'EHESS, Professor 
at EHESS)
Discussant: Alexandre Faure (Post-Doctoral student at FFJ-EHESS)

• Filippo Bignami (Senior Researcher at SUPSI) in place of Niccolò Cuppini (Researcher at SUPSI)
• Fumiaki Nakayasu (Senior Director of Games Delivery Office, TOCOG)
• Oussouby Sacko (President of the Kyoto Seika University, Special advisor to the Expo 2025)
• Mitsuru Yamashiro (Member of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government)

Lunch break 

Session 2

Mega-events and long term strategy
Sustainability and celebration in the city

14.15 | Iconic Architects, Urban Spectacles and Global Brands in the 
context of the 2020+1 Tokyo Olympics

Dr. Tomoko Tamari (University of London)

15.00 | A New Tokyo, Again: Local impacts of Olympic diplomacy
Dr. Jessamyn Abel (Pennsylvania State University)

16.00 | Bubble Protocol — The Spatialisation of Corona Politics
Dr. Erez Golani Solomon (Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design), Dr. Christian Dimmer (Waseda University)

 

UK - 13.15 JP - 22.15 PA, NY - 8.15 CA - 5.15 NZ - 12/01 | 2.15

UK - 14.00 JP - 23.00 PA, NY - 9.00 CA - 6.00 NZ - 12/01 | 3.00

UK - 15.00 JP - 24.00 PA, NY - 10.00 CA - 7.00 NZ - 12/01 | 4.00

UK - 10.00 JP - 19.00 PA, NY - 5.00 CA - 2.00 NZ - 23.00



United Kingdom (UK): 8.00 - 18.00 
Pennsylvania (PA), New York (NY): 3.00 - 13.00 
California (CA): 0.00 - 10.00  

Japan (JP): 17.00 - 3.00 
New Zealand (NZ): 21.00 - 7.00

7 December 7/8 December

9.00 | Opening session
Dr. Alexandre Faure (FFJ-EHESS)

 
Session 3

From Tokyo to Paris:
The Games as an urban policy tool?

9.15 | Understanding the socio-political construction of protest fronts in 
OPG's context: another stake for Paris 2024

Pr. Hugo Bourbillères (Université Rennes 2)

10.30 | Promises and problems: The legacies of mega-event sustainability 
and geopolitics

Dr. Sven Daniel Wolfe (Université de Lausanne)

11.15 | Olympic games and the Emergence of ’Night-time Economies’ in 
the Cities of Global North

Dr. Mariko Ikeda (University of Tsukuba)

11.50 | To Whom It May Concern: Rethinking the Questions of ‘Whose 
Games? Whose City?’ Through Sensation, Affect and Involvement

Florian Purkarthofer (University of Wien)

Lunch break

UK - 8.00 PA, NY - 3.00 CA - 0.00 JP - 17.00 NZ - 21.00

UK - 8.15 PA, NY - 3.15 CA - 0.15 JP - 17.15 NZ - 21.15

UK - 9.30 PA, NY - 4.30 CA - 1.30 JP - 18.30 NZ - 22.30

UK - 10.15 PA, NY - 5.15 CA - 2.15 JP - 19.15 NZ - 23.15

UK - 10.50 PA, NY - 5.50 CA - 2.50 JP - 19.50 NZ - 23.50

7 DECEMBER 2021
Sessions online, Round Table onsite

9.00 - 19.00 (Paris time)



Session 4
From Paris to Los Angeles:

The limits of spatial fix through the Games

13.30 | TOT City project - Olympics and impacts on urban citizenship: a 
glimpse of platform urbanization

Dr. Naomi C. Hanakata (National University of Singapore), Dr. Filippo Bignami (The University of Applied 
Sciences and Arts of Southern Switzerland)

14.00 | Mega-events and gentrification: Evidence from American cities
Pr. John Lauermann (City University of New York)

15.30 | Game of scales for Paris 2024: how do the Games provide 
information about spatial inequalities in France?

Dr. Alexandre Faure (FFJ-EHESS)

16.15 | Los Angeles 2028: a contested project
Pr. Greg Andranovich (California State University), Pr. Matthew J. Burbank (University of Utah)

Round Table
Seine-Saint-Denis 2024 – Quelle influence les Jeux 
ont-ils et vont-ils avoir sur la Plaine Saint-Denis ?

17.15 - in French
Onsite: Maison des Sciences de L'Homme Paris, 

20 Avenue George Sand, 93210 La Plaine St-Denis 

Opening remarks: Jean-François Balaudé (Président du Campus Condorcet)
Discussant: Emmanuel Bellanger (Directeur de recherche, CNRS)

• Dominique Alba (Directrice de l'Atelier parisien d’urbanisme)
• Mathieu Hanotin (Président de Plaine Commune, Maire de Saint-Denis)
• Grégoire Koenig (Délégué aux relations institutionnelles de Paris 2024)
• Camille Picard (Directrice territoriale Seine-Saint-Denis et Val d'Oise chez Groupe Caisse des Dépôts)
• Stéphane Troussel (Président du Conseil Départemental de la Seine-Saint-Denis)

Cocktail

UK - 12.30 PA, NY - 7.30 CA - 4.30 JP - 21.30 NZ - 12/8 | 1.30

UK - 13.00 PA, NY - 8.00 CA - 5.00 JP - 22.00 NZ - 12/8 | 2.00

UK - 14.30 PA, NY - 9.30 CA - 6.30 JP - 23.30 NZ - 12/8 | 3.30

UK - 16.15 PA, NY - 11.15 CA - 8.15 JP - 12/8 | 1.15 NZ - 12/8 | 5.15

UK - 15.15 PA, NY - 10.15 CA - 7.15 JP - 12/8 | 0.15 NZ - 12/8 | 4.15



United Kingdom (UK): 16.00 - 18.00 
Pennsylvania (PA), New York (NY): 11.00 - 13.00 
California (CA): 8.00 - 10.00  

Japan (JP): 1.00 - 3.00 
New Zealand (NZ): 5.00 - 7.00

8 December 9 December

8 DECEMBER 2021
Onsite

17.00 - 19.00 (Paris time)

Round Table
Quelles leçons pour Paris 2024 après les Jeux 

Olympiques et Paralympiques de Tokyo ?
17.00 - in French

Onsite: Maison de La Culture du Japon - 101 Quai Branly, 75015 Paris 

Opening remarks: Junichi Ihara (Ambassadeur du Japon en France), Hitoshi Suzuki (Président de la 
MCJP)
Discussant: Charles-Édouard Houllier-Guibert (Maître de conférences, Université de Rouen)

• Grégoire Koenig (Délégué aux relations institutionnelles de Paris 2024)
• Pierre Rabadan (Adjoint à la Maire de Paris en charge du sport, des Jeux olympiques et paralympiques)
• Thierry Terret (Délégué ministériel aux Jeux Olympiques et Paralympiques)

Cocktail

>> Registration on MCJP website (https://www.mcjp.fr/fr/agenda/en-route-vers-paris-2024)

To continue the FFJ's Olympic journey...
Les Rendez-vous Condorcet 2021-2022

https://www.mcjp.fr/fr/agenda/en-route-vers-paris-2024
https://www.campus-condorcet.fr/fr/pour-tous/les-rendez-vous-condorcet/2020-2021-memoire-langues-territoires/2021-2022-les-regles-du-jeu-sport-competition-engagement


Speakers 
(alphabetic order)

Jessamyn Abel (Pennsylvania State University, Associate 
Professor)
Jessamyn R. Abel is Associate Professor in the Asian Studies Department and Affiliated 
Faculty of the School of International Affairs at Pennsylvania State University. She is a 
historian of modern Japan with interests in cultural history, technology, infrastructure, sports, 
and international relations. She recently completed a book on the planning and early operation 
of the Tōkaidō Shinkansen, titled Dream Super-Express: A Cultural History of the World’s 
First Bullet Train. Her first book, The International Minimum: Creativity and Contradiction in 
Japan’s Global Engagement, 1933-1964, examines the transwar development of Japanese 
internationalism. Her other publications include articles on the bullet train, the Tokyo Olympics, 
cultural diplomacy, textbooks, and the history of whaling in the 19th and 20th centuries.

Title: A New Tokyo, Again: local impacts of Olympic diplomacy
During the bidding and preparation for three Tokyo Olympiads—the cancelled 1940 Games, the successful 1964 
Games, and the postponed 2020 Games—political actors mobilized Olympic symbolism and rhetoric for particular 
purposes, in ways that both propelled and reacted to the city’s transformation. Juxtaposing the histories Olympic 
planning for a single city in disparate historical circumstances shows the flexibility and persistence of the particular 
opportunities and pressures created by the Olympics’ enduring symbolism and their impact on local infrastructures. 
The event’s political usefulness emerges from the ambiguous politics of the Olympic movement; from the nested 
spatiality of an event overseen by an international organization for a global audience, but organized along national 
lines and hosted by a single city; and from the spectacle of the Games, which ensures rapt attention, both at home 
and around the world. 

Masamichi Aihara (Osaka University of Economics, 
Professor)
Masamichi Aihara is Professor in Faculty of Human Sciences, Advisor to the President and 
Director of Sports & Culture Center at Osaka University of Economics, Member of Japan 
Academic Olympic and 2016 & 2020 Tokyo Olympic Paralympic Bit Committee Member. He 
is also currently an Osaka Prefecture Expo’70 Commemorative Park Management Council 
member, an Osaka City Sports Promotion Policy Review Experts Committee member, and 
the Vice Chairman of the Osaka-Kansai Sports Tourism & MICE Promotion Council.

Title: Osaka 2008 Olympic bid and the Osaka-Kansai Japan 
Expo 2025
Did you know that the Japan World Exposition was held in Osaka in 1970? It is said that the first voice to say "Olympic 
Games in Osaka" came after the end of the 1970 Japan World Exposition. However, in Osaka at that time, it was 
judged to be premature due to the state of urban infrastructure development, and no specific consideration was 
given. On July 13th, 2001, the venue for the 29th Olympic Games was decided at the 112th IOC Moscow General 
Assembly. Candidate cities are Beijing, Toronto, Istanbul, Paris, and Osaka. Osaka won 6 votes in the first vote and 
finished at the bottom. Osaka has continued to develop cities since 2001. It's not a blank 20 years. In 2025, the Japan 
World Exposition, will be held in Osaka again. The concept of Osaka/Kansai Expo 2025 is the designing Future 
Society for Our Lives. Osaka is one of the few big cities with waterways in the center of the city. APP World Tour SUP 
Open 2019 in Osaka is trying to provide a way of living in the river that has not been utilized so far. Enjoy activities in 
the river like NY, London and Paris.



Greg Andranovich (California State University, Emeritus 
Professor)
Greg Andranovich is Emeritus Professor of Political Science at California State University, 
Los Angeles. For the past 25 years, he taught political science and public administration 
courses at the undergraduate and graduate levels, served several stints as the Director 
of the Masters in Public Administration program and as Chairperson of the Political 
Science Department at California State University, Los Angeles. His research interests and 
publications are in urban economic development policy making, public administration, and 
the politics of sports mega-events. He has co-authored three books and a number of journal 
articles and book chapters on these topics, including most recently Contesting the Olympics 

in American Cities: Chicago 2016, Boston 2024, Los Angeles 2028 (Palgrave Macmillan, 2021).

Title: Los Angeles 2028: a contested project
Urban projects in the United States are subject to a multitude of influences and, more so than in most other nations, 
reflect the desires of private interests. As such, local politics often becomes an arena of heightened contestation with 
public policy decisions reflecting the relative weight of competing interests and their access to power. The nature 
of the Olympic endeavor in American cities shows the day-to-day power over urban life of local and transnational 
political actors and provides insight into how power is displayed through local decision-making processes. The bids 
fielded by Chicago for the 2016 Olympics, Boston for the 2024 Olympics, and Los Angeles for the 2024 Olympics 
provide empirical evidence of the nature of contemporary urban projects. The International Olympic Committee’s 
deal to give the 2028 games to Los Angeles without opening a formal bidding process revealed the pressure on 
the IOC to secure host cities and changed the nature of contestation in Los Angeles. We examine how opposition 
changed over the course of contesting the Olympics in Chicago, Boston, and Los Angeles. The remarkable rise of 
Olympic opposition in these three cities provides evidence of the strength of alternative ways of organizing urban 
life. Contestation against the Olympics reminds us that democratic values begin with an awareness of urbanism that 
evokes more imaginative and creative urban projects.

Takayuki Arima (Yokohama City University, Associate 
Professor)
Takayuki Arima is Associate Professor in Yokohama City University. He is specializing 
tourism geography and destination marketing, especially proceeding with spatial analysis 
of tourism data. His themes of the research are urban tourism, ecotourism, sustainable 
tourism, inbound tourism, tourism promotion, and active learning in tourism education. In 
recent years, he has been conducting a Japanese tourism research review related with 
Olympics and Paralympic Games for Tokyo 2020. He obtained a Ph.D. (science) from the 
Graduate School of Urban Environmental Sciences, Tokyo Metropolitan University. He is 
an academic member of the Geographical Society of Japan, the Tourism Research Society 
of Japan, and the Geographic Information Systems Society in Japan, and also served as a 

member of various committees in governments and foundations such as Akiruno City, Odawara Hakone Chamber of 
Commerce, Tokyo Tourism Foundation and Japan Tourism Agency.

Title: Games and tourism: the case of Tokyo 2020/2021
Co-presented with S.Minami

The Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games took place in July-September 2021, in the midst of a widespread 
COVID-19 outbreak - a situation very different from the past. What has hosting the Olympic Games brought to tourism 
in Japan, for Tokyo, and for other regions? In this presentation, we present our analysis of the attributes, travel 
characteristics and behavior of foreign tourists during Tokyo 2020 Game, based on the results of a questionnaire 
survey of foreign visitors to Tokyo conducted in December 2019 and January 2020. As a result, we were able to 
classify the spots visited by visitors to Tokyo into four main categories. In addition, the intention to avoid visiting 
Tokyo during the Olympic Games was split in half between those who wished to avoid and those who did not. The 
extent to which the mega-event will reduce the number of visitors or their intention to visit the city has not been 
clarified, but the figure of "50%" of visitors who will lose their intention to visit the city, although it was a hypothetical 
question, will provide a basis for further discussion. On the other hand, this presentation will report on the studies 
that have been conducted in Japan in order to derive research perspectives on the Olympic and Paralympic Games 
and tourism after Tokyo 2020. In Japan, studies have been conducted mainly on the following eight topics: Tourism 
Policy; Tourism Policy and Planning; Urban Amenities and Infrastructure Development; Business, Institutions and 
Developmentalism; Public Awareness; Diversification of Tourism; Economic Impact; Tourism Education. It should 
be noted that, in comparison with studies in English-speaking countries, Japanese studies are characterized by 



references to hospitality education unique to Japan, such as hospitality. On the other hand, there are few discussions 
on tourism marketing based on the perspective of the Olympic and Paralympic Games and tourism. Thus, Japanese 
researchers on tourism need to contribute to international discussions in this respect.

 
Filippo Bignami (The University of Applied Sciences and Arts 
of Southern Switzerland, Senior Researcher)
Filippo Bignami holds a Ph.D. in Political and Social Sciences. He is Senior Researcher 
and lecturer at the University of Applied Sciences of Southern (SUPSI) - LUCI (Labour, 
Urbanscape and CItizenship) research area. He has been external scientific consultant for 
UN-ILO International Labour Organization, Project Visiting Professor at the Asia-Europe 
Institute, State University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. His main scientific interest 
and expertise is in citizenship social and political theories, including applied studies on 
citizenship policies, urban transformation and mega-events, education. He coordinated 
many European and International research projects in this field.

Title: TOT City project - Olympics and impacts on urban citizenship: a glimpse 
of platform urbanization

Co-presented with N.C. Hanakata
Mega-events, such as the Olympics, are exemplifications of contemporary urban transformation. They are accelerators 
of economic, social and political transformations in key dimensions of urban citizenship, such as participation, political 
activism, social enactment, right to the city, inclusion and exclusion. Host cities are impacted by built interventions, 
the implementation of sustainability and technological improvement agendas as well as by discursive interpretation of 
such events. A variety of technological interventions have also been initiated for the Tokyo Olympics 2020, facilitating 
more control and the expansion of data mining operations. These interventions corroborate global processes of 
platform urbanization (Hanakata and Bignami 2021, forthcoming) and the rapidly growing use of platforms in the urban 
environment, as well as what Shoshana Zuboff (2019) calls “surveillance capitalism,” a mode of capital accumulation 
that claims human experience as raw material for translation into data, re-shaping and questioning the notion of 
(urban) citizenship. In order to understand the social, political and economic transformations in the urban realm and 
with regards to citizenship, transformation processes on the ground need to be analyzed from multiple angles. The 
TOT City project aims at setting up a transnational analysis of mega events, fostering a comparative approach and 
examining the Tokyo Olympics 2020 in the specific context of mega-events from various perspectives.

Hugo Bourbillères (Université Rennes 2, Professor)
Hugo Bourbillères is Professor (Associate) in Sport Sociology of the Laboratoire VIPS2 
(Valeurs, Innovations, Politiques, Socialisations et Sport) at Rennes 2 University. His 
research focuses on a sociology of public policies to address the potential of sport events 
to play a significant role on their host territories. His approach aims to add to the classical 
economic impact studies a broader approach integrating social, geographical, cultural and 
political issues. More recently, he examined the socio-political construction of protest fronts 
against major sport events such as the OPG’s. 

Title: Paris 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games
The quest for social acceptability does not end with the decision to host an event. Despite the victory of the Paris 
2024 bid, the forms local protests, ranging from virulent criticism to the simple search for dialogue, persist. Based 
on a qualitative analysis, the contribution situates both the arguments and the repertoire of contestation in order to 
discuss the conditions of reception and adhesion of a world class event within a local political space. Determinant 
factors of joint action in protest fronts will be addressed in a broader discussion including the withdrew European 
2024 Olympic bids (Budapest, Rome, Hamburg). Findings show that the determinants of contestation are profoundly 
contextual, according to local political spaces and conjunctures, even though the repertoire of action is similar -and 
in some ways standardized- across all the bids.



Matthew J. Burbank (University of Utah, Professor)
Matthew J. Burbank is Professor in the Department of Political Science at the University 
of Utah where he teaches classes on voting, public opinion, political parties, and research 
methods. He is the co-author of three books, Contesting the Olympics in American Cities 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2021), Parties, Interest Groups, and Political Campaigns (Oxford 
University Press, 2012) and Olympic Dreams: The Impact of Mega-events on Local Politics 
(Lynne Rienner Press, 2001), as well as a number of journal articles and book chapters. 
In addition to research and teaching, he has served as graduate director, undergraduate 
director, and chair of the Department of Political Science. He currently serves as the 
associate dean for undergraduate studies and faculty affairs in the College of Social and 
Behavioral Science at the University of Utah.

Title: Los Angeles 2028: a contested project
Co-presented with G.Andranovich

Urban projects in the United States are subject to a multitude of influences and, more so than in most other nations, 
reflect the desires of private interests. As such, local politics often becomes an arena of heightened contestation with 
public policy decisions reflecting the relative weight of competing interests and their access to power. The nature 
of the Olympic endeavor in American cities shows the day-to-day power over urban life of local and transnational 
political actors and provides insight into how power is displayed through local decision making processes. The bids 
fielded by Chicago for the 2016 Olympics, Boston for the 2024 Olympics, and Los Angeles for the 2024 Olympics 
provide empirical evidence of the nature of contemporary urban projects. The International Olympic Committee’s 
deal to give the 2028 games to Los Angeles without opening a formal bidding process revealed the pressure on 
the IOC to secure host cities and changed the nature of contestation in Los Angeles. We examine how opposition 
changed over the course of contesting the Olympics in Chicago, Boston, and Los Angeles. The remarkable rise of 
Olympic opposition in these three cities provides evidence of the strength of alternative ways of organizing urban 
life. Contestation against the Olympics reminds us that democratic values begin with an awareness of urbanism that 
evokes more imaginative and creative urban projects.

Christian Dimmer (Waseda University, Associate Professor)
Christian Dimmer is Associate Professor for Urban Studies and Transition Design at Waseda 
University, Tokyo, Japan. He earned his PhD from the University of Tokyo on the politics 
of public space in metropolitan Japan. His research focuses on theories of place making 
and urban practices. He is also studying citizen urbanism, new commons and community 
innovations and their implications for social resilience.

Title: Bubble Protocol - The Spatialisation of Corona Politics
Co-presented with E.G.Solomon

The Olympic and Paralympic programs took place in 43 venues, primarily in Tokyo and vicinity. Some of the venues 
were built for the Olympic games from scratch while others, existing arenas, buildings and sites, went through slight 
modification so that they could be used for the competitions. The construction of all venues was completed before 
the originally designated start of the games in July 2020. These Olympic venues were mostly ‘waiting’ during the 
postponement period. But that wasn’t, after all, the end of construction. The later decision in early March 2021 to 
conduct the Olympic games in a “bubble” form encouraged a second wave of construction projects, at the perimeters of 
these Olympic venues. Our lecture will show how the construction of a Olympic “bubble” and the promises associated 
with it allowed decision-makers to stand against a growing pressure to cancel the games. The “bubble” system was, 
for the decision-makers, a way to demonstrate to an increasingly wary public in Japan that the organisers would be 
able to contain a possible Olympic sick cluster and prevent the spread of the new delta virus variant into the larger 
Japanese population, and then, its territory. It was, at the same time, an assurance presented to an anxious world 
public that the Olympics would not turn into a global superspreader event. The “bubble” system allowed the highest-
level Japanese government officials to assure safety through strict spatial separation. The “bubble” construction 
project directly reflects a position of the Japanese government in its attempt to cope with a global pandemic and is, 
therefore, highly political. It is “invested with tasks of social control” and reflects an architecturalization of politics. It 
functions as yet another instance of the Covid-19 ‘lockdown legacy’. The temporary constructions demonstrate how 
ideas of strict quarantine and safety protocol translated into architectural means.



Alexandre Faure (FFJ-EHESS, Post-Doctoral student)
Alexandre Faure is Post-Doctoral student at the Fondation France-Japon de l'EHESS (FFJ) 
and coordinates its theme 4. He also acts as secretary to the editorial committee of the FFJ 
publications. Alexandre Faure joined EHESS to study the relationship between political time 
and urban planning time in various fields (renovation of the Halles de Chambéry, Urban 
Renovation Plan of La Noue in Bagnolet) and completed his doctoral thesis at the Centre 
de Recherches Historiques (CRH) under the supervision of Marie-Vic Ozouf-Marignier. 
Also focused on political and urban time, his thesis aims to explain Parisian metropolisation 
through a multidisciplinary approach, mixing discourse, studies of urban planning documents 
and the geopolitics of the actors.

Title: Game of scales for Paris 2024: how do the Games provide information 
about spatial inequalities in France?
The Paris 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games are organized on various geographical axes. Temporary installations 
on the banks of the Seine in the heritage landscape of Paris, recent permanent installations in the suburbs of Paris 
revealing the inequalities of the region, equestrian events in the Versailles Palace, cycling in Saint-Quentin-en-
Yvelines, athletics and swimming in Seine-Saint-Denis. Beyond the events, the construction of the athletes' and 
media's villages and some optional facilities highlight the contemporary constraints of urban planning in the face of 
the challenges of citizen participation and environmental issues. It is also the case of the appropriation of the event 
by the other French local authorities through the label "Terre des Jeux", as well as the Centers of Preparation of 
the Games. Finally, France also wants to enhance the image of Marseille and the French overseas departments 
and territories through the organization of events that cannot be held in the Paris region. This presentation aims to 
contextualize the organization of the Paris Games in a geographical, social and economic framework. It induces 
specific stakes in each of the concerned territories, and requires from the organizers a concerted work of adaptation 
to the local constraints sometimes made complicated by the restricted calendar of the preparation of the Games. 
The spatialization of the 2024 Games shows the ambition of Paris's bid organizers, but also the limits of the Games' 
influence on the city and its social and economic environment.

Naomi C. Hanakata (National University of Singapore, 
Assistant Professor)
Naomi Clara Hanakata is Assistant Professor for Urban Planning at the National University 
of Singapore. Her work focuses on the research and development of adaptive planning 
strategies to deal with uncertainties and dynamic urban futures in urban development and 
planning. Addressing challenges of decarbonization, decentralization of resources and 
digitalization in planning practice are central in her work towards sustainable and equitable 
urban futures.

Title: TOT City project - Olympics and impacts on urban citizenship: a glimpse 
of platform urbanization

Co-presented with F.Bignami
Mega-events, such as the Olympics, are exemplifications of contemporary urban transformation. They are accelerators 
of economic, social and political transformations in key dimensions of urban citizenship, such as participation, political 
activism, social enactment, right to the city, inclusion and exclusion. Host cities are impacted by built interventions, 
the implementation of sustainability and technological improvement agendas as well as by discursive interpretation of 
such events. A variety of technological interventions have also been initiated for the Tokyo Olympics 2020, facilitating 
more control and the expansion of data mining operations. These interventions corroborate global processes of 
platform urbanization (Hanakata and Bignami 2021, forthcoming) and the rapidly growing use of platforms in the urban 
environment, as well as what Shoshana Zuboff (2019) calls “surveillance capitalism,” a mode of capital accumulation 
that claims human experience as raw material for translation into data, re-shaping and questioning the notion of 
(urban) citizenship. In order to understand the social, political and economic transformations in the urban realm and 
with regards to citizenship, transformation processes on the ground need to be analyzed from multiple angles. The 
TOT City project aims at setting up a transnational analysis of mega events, fostering a comparative approach and 
examining the Tokyo Olympics 2020 in the specific context of mega-events from various perspectives.



Mariko Ikeda (University of Tsukuba, Assistant Professor)
Mariko Ikeda is a Japanese human geographer, who received her doctoral degree from 
the faculty of Life and Environmental Sciences at the University of Tsukuba in 2015, and is 
Assistant Professor at the faculty of Art and Design in the University of Tsukuba. Her research 
interests include a focus on the cultural and social dimensions within multi-dimensional 
urban transformation process and based on the long-term fixed-place observations and both 
theoretical and empirical researches on Berlin's several inner-city districts, she exemplifies 
the role of cultures and/or artists in urban development. On the basis of this field research 
for her academic theses, she also finds that cities with bottom-up vibrancy have a rich variety 
of cultural amenities during the night-time. This is how she has been interested in the night 
since the 2010s. In particular, in relation to her doctoral thesis, she has published papers on 

the night-time economy in relation to music spaces including clubs and live venues, and she has actively organised 
symposium and workshops on the night. From 2019, she has conducted interdisciplinary research on the "Exploratory 
research on Restructuring of "Urban Night" in Europe (19KK0020)" with the support of the JSPS.

Title: Olympic games and the Emergence of ‘Night-time Economies’ in 
the Cities of Global North
The academic discourse on the relationship between the Olympics and cities has been mainly focused on material 
impacts, such as changes in the built environment caused by the redevelopment plans and urban planning concerning 
the environmental impact. However, the impact of the Olympics also extends to the immaterial aspects such as 
the culture, laws and norms of the host society. The promotion of the night-time economies and night-life tourism 
can be also counted as this soft change. The increasing importance of the tourism industry in Japan has led to an 
appreciation of night-time and early morning tourism resources, whereas previous tourism policies and resources 
were designed mainly for the daytime. Similar examples was also seen already in 1990s for the Barcelona Olympics 
of 1992, waterfront development was carried out in the bay area, which had not been actively used until then, to 
enable evening and night-time use, and the night-time transportation network was expanded. Similarly, in Sydney 
(2000) and London (2012), the night-time economy has been promoted and the night-time transport infrastructure 
has been expanded. This assessment of the night-time economy in Europe and Oceania is inextricably linked to the 
growth strategies of post-industrial cities facing the challenges of deindustrialisation. In particular, the Olympic Games, 
known as "Giga-events", are expected to have an economic impact that is distinct from other mega-events and will 
have diverse effects on the host society. In Japan, although there is little development of night-time transportation 
infrastructure in Tokyo, there exists a promotion of the "night-time" tourism resources (e.g. relaxation of the Law 
on Control and Improvement of Amusement and Entertainment Businesses) mainly in Shibuya and Minato Wards. 
In Japan, together with the encouragement of MICE tourism and IR as a governmental strategy in the latter half of 
2010s, night-time economies were encouraged in the national scale, which is quite unique in the countries in the 
global north. In light of the above, this presentation will provide a broad overview of the relationship between the 
Olympic host cities in the global north and the night-time economy since the 2010s, both in terms of policy and actual 
situations, and will examine what the Japanese night-time economy policy was intended to achieve by comparing 
those of the European cities/countries.

John Lauermann (City University of New York, Assistant 
Professor)
John Lauermann is Assistant Professor of Geography at the City University of New York. He 
analyzes the planning and socio-spatial impacts of large scale real estate developments. 
His research on mega-events has examined the global mega-event planning industry, the 
urban politics of bidding, and anti-Olympic social movements. Recent work on these topics 
has appeared in Antipode, Journal of the American Planning Association, Urban Geography, 
and Urban Studies.

Title: Mega-events and gentrification: evidence from American 
cities

This paper analyzes the relationship between mega-events and gentrification. As global cities grapple with housing 
crises and growing inequality, political rhetoric on the topic is increasingly heated – casting mega-events as catalysts 
for growth, or as drivers of displacement, or both. This paper contributes a theoretical framework for evaluating the 
mega-event spatial fix, and empirical evidence on its interaction with gentrification. In recent decades, mega-event 
planning has focused on narrowly-targeted investment geographies, prioritizing intensive investment in a few places 
(e.g. an Olympic park) rather than spreading resources around through territorially-diffuse investment (e.g. in city-
wide infrastructure). To the extent that mega-events geographically concentrate investment, they can contribute to 
gentrification in the spatially targeted neighborhoods. In American cities, mega-event planners have framed events 



as ‘growth catalysts’ or ‘growth corridors’, assuming that benefits will ‘trickle out’ from these investment sites, in a 
geographic parallel to trickle down economics. But just like trickle-down approaches, trickle out strategies can lead 
to regressive outcomes, and there is limited evidence that they actually work. This is illustrated with a spatial analysis 
of Olympic planning in Los Angeles (hosting the 2028 Games) and New York (which unsuccessfully bid on the 2012 
Games, but eventually built much of the proposed real estate anyway). Using GIS, the geography of games investment 
is compared to indicators of gentrification in impacted neighborhoods.

Minami Soichiro (PRILIT, Senior Research Officer)
Minami Soichiro is Research Officer at the Policy Research Institute for Land, Infrastructure, 
Transport and Tourism (PRILIT) in MLIT. He is also a visiting researcher at Chuo University. He 
has been Assistant Professor at Chuo University and at the Graduate School of Economics, 
Kyoto University (until March 2018). His speciality is Public Finance, Environmental 
Economics and Transportation policy. He has published extensively research articles in 
interdisciplinary journals on issues related to sustainable transportation.

Title: Games and tourism: the case of Tokyo 2020/2021
Co-presented with T.Arima

The Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games took place in July-September 2021, in the midst of a widespread 
COVID-19 outbreak - a situation very different from the past. What has hosting the Olympic Games brought to tourism 
in Japan, for Tokyo, and for other regions? In this presentation, we present our analysis of the attributes, travel 
characteristics and behavior of foreign tourists during Tokyo 2020 Game, based on the results of a questionnaire 
survey of foreign visitors to Tokyo conducted in December 2019 and January 2020. As a result, we were able to 
classify the spots visited by visitors to Tokyo into four main categories. In addition, the intention to avoid visiting 
Tokyo during the Olympic Games was split in half between those who wished to avoid and those who did not. The 
extent to which the mega-event will reduce the number of visitors or their intention to visit the city has not been 
clarified, but the figure of "50%" of visitors who will lose their intention to visit the city, although it was a hypothetical 
question, will provide a basis for further discussion. On the other hand, this presentation will report on the studies 
that have been conducted in Japan in order to derive research perspectives on the Olympic and Paralympic Games 
and tourism after Tokyo 2020. In Japan, studies have been conducted mainly on the following eight topics: Tourism 
Policy; Tourism Policy and Planning; Urban Amenities and Infrastructure Development; Business, Institutions and 
Developmentalism; Public Awareness; Diversification of Tourism; Economic Impact; Tourism Education. It should 
be noted that, in comparison with studies in English-speaking countries, Japanese studies are characterized by 
references to hospitality education unique to Japan, such as hospitality. On the other hand, there are few discussions 
on tourism marketing based on the perspective of the Olympic and Paralympic Games and tourism. Thus, Japanese 
researchers on tourism need to contribute to international discussions in this respect.

Florian Purkarthofer (University of Wien, Ph.D. candidate)
Florian Purkarthofer is Ph.D. candidate and lecturer associated with the Department of East 
Asian Studies/Japanese Studies, University of Vienna. His research interests are urban 
spaces, multisensory anthropology, critique and heterotopias/utopias. His recent publications 
include: “Tokyo’s Architecture and Urban Structure: Change in an Ever-Changing City”, 
“Tokyo Behind Screens: Participant Observation in a City of Mobile Digital Communication” 
and “Wiener Selektion japanologischer Methoden: Jahrgang 2020”.

Title: To whom it may concern: rethinking the questions of 
‘Whose Games? Whose City?’ through sensation, affect and 
involvement

“We all need to think and discuss where we would like to 'land' in the future”, says architect Kuma Kengo in a CCN 
Interview regarding the Tokyo Olympic-Paralympic Games and their impact on the architectural landscape. While it 
is widely agreed upon that the discourse about the aim and goal of host cities and the (long lasting or short falling) 
urban legacy of the Olympics is necessary, it is significantly more complicated to define who ‘we’ refers to. Who 
is legitimatized to decide about important and critical urban changes: Prime ministers, mayors, citizen, sponsors, 
real estate developers, or the IOC? Instead of discussing political or legal arguments this paper proposes to use 
concernedness as an indicator to identify the groups and individuals who should have a voice in the discussion about 
urban transformations as they are directly affected. By analyzing examples of the past and present Tokyo Olympic-
Paralympic Games (1964, 2021) this paper argues for an interdisciplinary evaluation of urban planning and decision-
making processes and the implementation of democratic yet realistic approaches to participative planning projects.



Erez Golani Solomon (Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, 
Senior Lecturer)
Erez Golani Solomon is a Senior Lecturer in Architectural Design and Theory at the 
Architecture Department of Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem, and teaching 
also at Waseda University and Keio University, Tokyo. His research work encompasses 
a range of issues concerning the contemporary city, and the ramifications of architectural 
developments under contemporary cultures and politics. In February 2021 he took a Senior 
Research Fellowship at the Azrieli Architecture Archive of Tel Aviv Museum of Art. Erez  
Golani Solomon practices architecture as partner at the Tokyo based firm Front-Office.

Title: Bubble Protocol - The Spatialisation of Corona 
Politics

Co-presented with C.Dimmer
The Olympic and Paralympic programs took place in 43 venues, primarily in Tokyo and vicinity. Some of the venues 
were built for the Olympic games from scratch while others, existing arenas, buildings and sites, went through slight 
modification so that they could be used for the competitions. The construction of all venues was completed before 
the originally designated start of the games in July 2020. These Olympic venues were mostly ‘waiting’ during the 
postponement period. But that wasn’t, after all, the end of construction. The later decision in early March 2021 to 
conduct the Olympic games in a “bubble” form encouraged a second wave of construction projects, at the perimeters of 
these Olympic venues. Our lecture will show how the construction of an Olympic “bubble” and the promises associated 
with it allowed decision-makers to stand against a growing pressure to cancel the games. The “bubble” system was, 
for the decision-makers, a way to demonstrate to an increasingly wary public in Japan that the organisers would be 
able to contain a possible Olympic sick cluster and prevent the spread of the new delta virus variant into the larger 
Japanese population, and then, its territory. It was, at the same time, an assurance presented to an anxious world 
public that the Olympics would not turn into a global superspreader event. The “bubble” system allowed the highest-
level Japanese government officials to assure safety through strict spatial separation. The “bubble” construction 
project directly reflects a position of the Japanese government in its attempt to cope with a global pandemic and is, 
therefore, highly political. It is “invested with tasks of social control” and reflects an architecturalization of politics. It 
functions as yet another instance of the Covid-19 ‘lockdown legacy’. The temporary constructions demonstrate how 
ideas of strict quarantine and safety protocol translated into architectural means. 

Tomoko Tamari (University of London, Senior Lecturer)
Tomoko Tamari is Senior Lecturer in the Institute of Creative and Cultural Entrepreneurship, 
Goldsmiths, University of London. She is managing editor of Body & Society (SAGE). Her 
long-standing research interests focus on consumer culture in Japan and Japanese new 
women, which will be discussed in her forthcoming book entitled, Women and Consumer 
Culture: the Department Store, Modernity and Everyday Life in Early Twentieth Century Japan 
(Routledge). Her forthcoming edited collection Human Perception and Digital Information 
Technologies: Animation, the Body and Affect will be published in 2023 (Bristol University 
Press). She has published ‘Metabolism: Utopian Urbanism and the Japanese Modern 
Architecture Movement’ in Theory Culture & Society, Vol 31 (7-8); ‘The Phenomenology of 
Architecture: A Short Introduction to Juhani Pallasmaa” in Body & Society, Vol 23 (1); ‘Body 

Image and Prosthetic Aesthetics’ in Body & Society Vol 23 (2). She is currently working on the following areas: Body 
Image and Technology; Human Perception and the Moving Image; Olympic Cities and Architecture.

Title: Iconic architects, urban spectacles and global brands in the context 
of the 2020+1 Tokyo Olympics
Iconic architecture can be seen as a contested field reflecting architects’ philosophy, site-specific historical narratives, 
global and local politics, nation-branding, and citizen’s everyday lives. Architects, therefore, play a key role in realizing 
such complicated and contested interests and conditions in the materiality of the building design. In the wake of the 
success of highly artistic spectacular buildings, such as Frank Gehry’s Bilbao Guggenheim Museum, iconic 
architecture has come to be acknowledged as a global cultural form. Hence, architects could be seen as identifying 
themselves as not just social engineers, but also as iconic artists. Such star architects as ‘global brands’ are often in 
demand to produce ‘signature’ buildings for global mega event – such as the Olympics. By examining the 2020+1 
Tokyo Olympics main stadium as a case study, the paper focuses on the problematic socio-cultural implications of 
Zaha Hadid’s plan in relation to the Japanese national branding initiative. The paper discusses the ambivalent nature 
of global branding with its tension between exclusiveness and banality. This makes it difficult for them to work across 
the different regimes of global and local culture and politics. Hence, Hadid’s avant-garde national stadium design 



became controversial. The paper concludes with an introduction to Kengo Kuma’s architectural vision in his 2020+1 
Tokyo Olympics stadium design.

Belinda Wheaton (University of Waikato, Professor)
Belinda Wheaton is Professor in the School of Health, University of Waikato, Aotearoa/
New Zealand. She is a cultural sociologist, with research interests across leisure, sport and 
popular culture, and a focus on identity, inclusion and inequality. Belinda is best known for her 
research on informal and lifestyle sport cultures which includes a monograph (The Cultural 
Politics of Lifestyle Sports, Routledge 2013) and three edited collections. Her research on 
action sport and the Olympics over the past 10 years is the basis of a new book Action 
Sports and the Olympic Games: Past, Present, Future (Wheaton and Thorpe, 2022). Belinda 
Wheaton is Managing Editor of Annals of Leisure Research.

Title: The agenda 2020 of the IOC: sustainability and 
environment in the Games
While the Summer Olympics are considered the most watched sporting spectacle in the world, the numbers of younger 
viewers have been diminishing for decades. Acknowledging the challenges of appealing to contemporary youth, 
many of whom practice and consume sport differently to previous generations, the IOC has made various efforts to 
attract younger audiences. Introducing new action sports such as snowboarding, windsurfing and BMX has been a 
key strategy. The arrival of President Bach in 2013 and his Agenda 2020 policy suggested a more urgent emphasis 
on addressing the wide-ranging and growing critiques of the Olympics, including its relevance for youth globally, 
gender equity and sustainability. Four youth-focused action sports - surfing, skateboarding, sport climbing and BMX 
Freestyle - featured for the first time on the programme at the Tokyo Olympic Games. The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) have described their inclusion as “the most comprehensive evolution of the Olympic Programme 
in modern history”. In this paper Belinda Wheaton examines the contested and political processes underpinning 
the inclusion of these sports, illustrating the ongoing challenges for the IOC to stay relevant in a changing sporting 
landscape, and for addressing the ongoing challenges of sustainability.

Sven Daniel Wolfe (Université de Lausanne, Junior Lecturer)
Sven Daniel Wolfe is Junior Lecturer at the University of Lausanne. Urban and political 
geographer, he works on the socio-spatial impacts of mega-events, sustainable urban 
development, and geopolitics. He has authored and co-authored a variety of articles about 
the impacts of mega-events worldwide, and has focused on case studies primarily in 
Russia, France, and the United States. He is the author of More Than Sport: Soft Power and 
Potemkinism in the 2018 Men’s Football World Cup in Russia (Lit Verlag).

Title: Promises and problems: the legacies of mega-event 
sustainability and geopolitics

Mega-events are controversial and contradictory. Typically, organizers and policymakers promise that mega-events 
herald financial, infrastructural, political, and social benefits, while critics warn that they foretell disaster for the cities 
that host them. Organizers, politicians, scholars, and commentators commonly discuss potential aftereffects before 
the event but, too often, crucial post-event questions remain under-researched and incompletely theorized under the 
fuzzy and contested term “legacy”. Globally, there is a need to explore the tangible and less tangible aftereffects on 
cities and societiesafter the spotlight moves on. This paper begins by highlighting current problems with the academic 
and non-academic debates on mega-event legacy. It continues by detailing recent endeavors at the University of 
Lausanne to systematize retrospective work by creating an impacts database of the world’s most prestigious events: 
the Summer and Winter Olympic Games, the Men’s Football World Cup, and the International Expo (Müller, Wolfe, 
Gogishvili, et al. 2021).So far, this work has produced an evaluation of the decreasing sustainability of the Olympics 
from 1992 – 2018 (Müller, Wolfe, Gaffney, et al. 2021), as well as an over-arching study that demonstrates how 
mega-events have outgrown their host cities (Müller, Gogishvili, Wolfe, et al. 2021). Finally, the paper discusses a 
new project that focuses on sustainable urban development and (geo)political aspirations in understudied events 
and cities from the past 20 years. In all, the paper seeks to deconstruct and move on from the term “legacy”, while 
contributing to the overall debate on hosting aftereffects of these billion-dollar businesses that couple massive urban 
development projects with political aspirations on the global stage.




